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Television receivers on cable have 
special considerations dictated by their 
environment. Present day receivers ac
commodate some of these needs and as the 
cable television industry grows, the re
ceiver manufacturing interests will take 
note of the more obvious requirements and 
incorporate them into their designs. 

The time has come, however, to look 
long range and begin to sort out the prob
lem areas between the cable entrepeneur, 
the broadcaster, receiver manufacturer and 
the user. Only then can we serve the pub
lic interest in its requirement to utilize 
receivers in both off-air and cable en
vironments. The cable operators on the 
panel will point up some of the existing 
problem areas of the standard receiver 
with regards to adjacent channel handling, 
front-end overload, shielding, etc. The 
receiver manufacturers will address the 
statistical and engineering problems re
lated to accommodating the peculiar needs 
of a cable receiver. The regulatory and 
control groups will be those oriented 
towards the public interest aspect of the 
consumer market. 

In addition to technical performance, 
the parameters of the cable television 
receiver in terms of channel capacity, 
operational features, and safety will be 
discussed. 

In 1971, Broadcasting Magazine ran 
an article on cable television receivers 
entitled, "Cable Receivers Are On The 
Way." Since that time, the set top con
verter has improved in quality and in 
channel capacity and to some extent im
pacted on the need to have a 12 channel 
+VHF tuning capability in a cable receiv
er. 

Notwithstanding this, the develop
ment of a pure cable television receiver 
seems to be somewhat obscure at this 
time, but if cable television is to meet 
its promise in the major markets it would 
seem that the stand alone compatible re
ceiver ultimately must emerge. 


